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How do I pursue a GED?
Any former student who is not enrolled in and has not graduated from high school may take the
General Educational Development (GED) test for a high school equivalency diploma. Students
who wish to take the GED at age 16 or 17 must provide an “official letter of withdrawal” from
their school to the GED test center.1
Resources:
American Council on Education, Services for Candidates with Disabilities,
http://www.gedtestingservice.com/testers/computer-accommodations (including information on
possible accommodations and request forms for accommodations)
Students may also contact the GED Testing Service to discuss which accommodations might be
appropriate for their individual needs by calling (202) 939-9300.2
Does my IEP continue while I pursue a GED?
IEPs should continue for students who pursue a GED in place of a high school diploma. Until a
student’s 22nd birthday, any student who qualifies for special education services is eligible to
receive them until he obtains a diploma (including a GED).3
Students with documented disabilities may request special accommodations for GED testing at
no extra charge. DESE considers these requests on an individual basis.4 However, the most
common accommodations include the following:




Audiocassette edition (with large-print reference copy)
Large print edition
Use of a scribe
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Extended time
Use of a calculator
Supervised frequent breaks
Use of a private room for testing5

When applying for GED accommodations, students with disabilities should provide as much
educational, medical and developmental history as possible.6
Is pursuing a GED in lieu of graduating a good idea?
Some students may believe that the GED is an easy alternative to completing high school and
earning a regular diploma. In fact, the GED has become increasingly difficult in recent years.
The standard test lasts for seven and one quarter hours, and tests writing skills, reading, social
studies, science, and mathematics. The GED requires test-takers to answer questions using
general knowledge and thinking skills.7
It is important to know that recent studies have shown that students who obtain their GED do not
always have the same opportunities as those with a high school diploma. 8 Recent research has
shown that it is not the equivalent as a high school diploma in the labor market, as those with a
high school diploma are likely to earn higher wages.9 Therefore, it is important to speak with
someone (a career counselor, guidance counselor, or other qualified professional) before making
the decision to take the GED, to learn about how it may impact your future.
How much does it cost to take the GED?
As of June 2012, it costs $65 to take the GED test.10
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