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What do school resource officers do in schools?
School Resource Officers (SROs) are typically law enforcement officials based in public
schools. They are generally allowed to make arrests in schools. They may or may not be armed
and may be uniformed or plain clothed.1
In some cases, SROs are not law enforcement officials affiliated with police departments. Such
SROs may not have the power to arrest students.
What information can SROs share?
In some cases, when SROs are employees of both the school and the police department, SROs
share student information between the two parties. This practice can violate a student’s privacy
rights.
What kind of training do SROs receive?
SROs who are law enforcement officers typically receive standard police training. Often, SROs
are not specially trained to deal with troubled children. A new law, however, forbids police
chiefs from relying solely on seniority in assigning SROs and requires them to “consider”
officers who are inclined to “foster an optimal learning environment and educational
community.”2 The law allows chiefs to give preference to officers with relevant “specialized
training.”3
What is the role of SROs in school discipline?
While the initial purpose for placing SROs in schools was to prevent violent incidents, in many
communities they have taken on a routine role in school discipline. There are many documented
cases where SROs have been used inappropriately to this end.4 Indeed, some memoranda of
understanding or MOUs between police and school departments explicitly permit police to
enforce school policy.
How can the presence of SROs be improved to benefit students?
There are ways to make the presence of SROs more helpful to students.5 A new law requires
school and police departments in districts using police in schools to enter into MOUs.6 Parents
should ask to see this document. The MOU must “clearly define the roles and duties” of SROs. If
the MOU description of the SRO’s duties is too broad, parents can advocate for a more specific
statement of the SROs role with school administrators or district school committees.
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