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What isthe education surrogate parent program of the Department of Elementary and
Secondary Education?

Children in the care or custody of the Department of Children and Families (DCF) may be able
to access an educational surrogate parent (ESP) who will make decisions related to the child's
specia education needs when the child’ s parents are unable or unavailable to do so.! Whether or
not the child is eigible for an ESP depends on the reason why the child isin DCF custody — for
example, al children in DCF custody for protective reasons are entitled to an ESP, but children
in care or custody for child related issues as distinct from parental issues are likely not to be
appointed an ESP.? If a child isin need of and eligible for an ESP, a DCF worker should refer the
child to the ESP Program.® If achild isin foster care, DCF will usually request that the Program
appoint a child’s foster parent as his ESP.*
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